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imagination and exposes them to cultural topics related to the overarching lesson 
theme. The strand’s broad range of thought-provoking pre-, while-, and post-viewing 
communicative activities elicit reflection and discussion on a polemic topic related to 
the lesson theme. Professor Dziedzic also points out the Le Zapping pages and explains 
their value in exposing students to a wide variety of additional cultural topics via 
authentic TV clips.

I am also grateful to Professor Dziedzic for pointing out the value of the Imaginez 
Supersite as well as the fact that Vista Higher Learning continually works to upgrade 
and improve the site’s functionality. Our goal is to allot a maximum amount of language 
practice by way of diverse media and tutorials and provide students frequent opportunities 
to express themselves in French. For the instructor, the Supersite provides a powerful 
course management system and a host of resources including assessments, additional 
written and oral practice, teaching suggestions, answer keys, and scripts.

Finally, I would also like to thank Professor Dziedzic for pointing out the user-
friendly nature of the Imaginez program, which he attributes to the page layout and 
use of graphic elements designed with instructional objectives as well as with lowering 
the student’s affective filter in mind. Professor Dziedzic recognizes the extent to which 
Imaginez, with its compelling and varied content, can motivate and inspire students of 
Intermediate French to become effective communicators in real-world contexts.

Armando Brito
Senior Consulting Editor
Vista Higher Learning

Choe, Germaine, author; Nathan Lutz, French editor; Nancy Meyers, illustrator.  Language 
Together French Set 2: 10 Books with Online Audio for kids. First edition. ISBN: 978-09971240-
8-8. Paperback—Box Set. MaxiPro LTD, 2018. 
Choe, Germaine, author; Carolina Gómez, Spanish editor; Nancy Meyers, illustrator. 
Language Together Spanish Set 2.  10 Books with Online Audio for kids. First edition. 
Paperback—Box Set. ISBN: 978-0-9971240-5-7. MaxiPro LTD, 2018. 

Online components at www.languagetogether.net   include Audio Narration, 
Vocabulary Charts and Translations and Teaching Guides. Audio eBooks are available 
separately on Apple iBooks. This series can be purchased online for $20.00 per set. 
Language Together offers an educator’s rate when purchasing 10+ copies. Samples, as 
well as a brief history of the company, can be found at www.languagetogether.net.

Language Together Spanish Set 2 and Language Together French Set 2 components 
include ten books that present the following themes: Introduction/Delivery, Verbs, 
Food, Tableware, Art Supplies, Feelings, Nature, Jobs, Furniture, and Bedtime. Set 2 
Spanish and French is a story-based language learning series that introduces more high-
frequency vocabulary and phrases for beginners in the same format as the Language 
Together Spanish Set 1 and Language Together French Set 1.

The ten books feature 100 new thematic nouns and phrases, verbs, pronouns, 
adjectives, prepositions and abstract concepts that include feelings, skills, hopes, and 

http://www.languagetogether.net
http://www.languagetogether.net
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dreams. Each book is 16 pages long, and Language Together is available in Spanish, French, 
Mandarin Chinese and English/ESL. This review presents Spanish Set 2 and French Set 2.   

Language Together Spanish Set 2 and  Language Together French Set 2 was developed 
by teachers and curriculum experts and features a unique Spot Color Immersion Method® 
that makes languages fun and easy for children. Based on extensive linguistic and classroom 
research, these Language Together stories build vocabulary and pre-reading skills for 
children up to the age of eight. Set 2 is suitable for preschool to early elementary students.  

The grade level at which your school introduces a language learning program would 
determine the best time to add these wonderful books to your reading list and class 
curriculum. Language Together books are designed to supplement any early language 
curriculum, whether it be FLES, immersion, bilingual, FLEX, after-school, weekend, or 
home school programs. The books support vocabulary, pre-reading and review for native 
and non-native speakers. As a K-6 world language teacher I have fully incorporated 
both Set 2 Spanish and Set 2 French into my curriculum in the classroom and in the 
home school setting. 

Language Together has developed the Spot Color Immersion Method which incorporates 
research from language experts, such as Stephen Krashen, Steven Pinker, and Blaine 
Ray. Krashen and Pinker promote natural immersion over grammar and drilling. Ray 
invented TPR Storytelling in the 1990s, a story-based method which has quickly gained 
popularity among teachers worldwide. 

Moving step-by-step, these simple stories introduce high frequency words and 
phrases. Target vocabulary is woven into short stories that make kids laugh—and forget 
they are actually learning. 

The Language Together Set 2 Spanish and Language Together Set 2 French series 
was first published in April 2018. As in Set 1, these books can be used in a variety of 
environments using different various teaching methods:

• Whole classroom read-alouds
• Thematic activities: warm up, drills, games, etc.
• Oral presentation practice
• Small group and paired activities
• Free voluntary reading (language library supplement)
• Independent audio review
• Pre-reading and early literacy tool.

Language Together has further developed the multi-pronged approach in Set 2 that 
works so well in the elementary level curriculum. It fosters Immersion, Flashcards with 
a Story, Content that helps kids make connections faster through familiar scenarios, 
Repetition & Patterns that give students structure and opportunities to practice and 
learn, and an Audio model (with native speakers-online). 

In addition to the ten-book pack, teachers receive a 24-page Teacher’s Guide filled with 
much useful information, suggested uses as well as objectives and standards according to 
the ACTFL World-Readiness Standards. This Guide also includes Receptive Vocabulary 
Activities, Productive Vocabulary Activities and Extension Activities. It is a wonderful 
guide for new teachers and offers creative enhancements for the seasoned teacher as well.

http://languagetogether.net/method
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Language Together Spanish Set 2 titles include: ¡Correo!, ¡Mírame!, ¡Delicioso!, ¡Tomar 
té!, ¡Sorpresa!, ¡Toda una estrella!, ¡Qué bonito día!, Cuando sea grande, Las escondidas, 
and ¡Buenas noches! Language Together French Set 2 titles are: Une cadeau-mystère, 
Regarde-moi, Délicieux!, Le goûter, Surprise!, Une étoile est née!, Une belle journée!, Quand 
je serai grand, Cache-cache, and Bonne nuit! 

Each of these little treasured books includes theme words, useful words and phrases 
and translations on the front inside cover, with story translations listed by page for each 
of the 16 pages on the back inside cover.

The books titled ¡Mírame! (Spanish) and Regarde-moi! (French) are among my 
favorites with which to start off the school year because they introduce two fundamental, 
proficiency-oriented   concepts: “I can” and “I cannot.” In keeping with the ACTFL 
World-Readiness Standards, students learn early on how to build on activities they can 
carry out as well as world language learning standards that they can share with others 
(the “I can” statements). For example, by  learning “Yo puedo saltar” and “Je peux sauter” 
(I can jump), students can express their accomplishments, such as“Yo puedo leer un 
libro,” “Je peux lire un livre”: I can read a book. Or: “Yo puedo reconocer e identificar 
muchas palabras que estoy leyendo”: “I can recognize and identify many words that I am 
reading.”  Students also learn to express the goals and skills they have not yet acquired: 
“No puedo…..” or “Je ne peux pas....”

¡Delicioso!/ Délicieux! is a wonderful sequel to the Set 1 books on Fruits and Snacks. 
Kids love to talk about and to eat food and this book builds on more substantial food 
items beyond just fruits and snacks. They learn phrases such as “the most delicious” 
and “Super delicious,” Let’s cook!” and “We’re hungry.” Following the food theme, one’s 
curriculum can move effortlessly  into  ¡Tomar té! in Spanish and “Le goûter” in French, 
as these two little books expand the knowledge of food to include the use of utensils and 
setting a table with care. I generally incorporate both as well as the Fruits and Snacks books 
from Set 1 as they can be reviewed together or can be introduced in the unit on food.

The other two books that can be coupled sequentially are: ¡Sorpresa! and ¡Toda 
una estrella!” (Spanish) and “Surprise!” and “Une étoile est née” (French). These two 
books cover art supplies and feelings. I have used these together to teach students how 
to express their feelings through art as well as through verbal expression in the target 
language. The art supplies conveniently include the most common supplies used not 
only in art but in a general elementary school classroom. This list includes paper, pencil, 
ruler, eraser, tape, glue, crayons, paintbrushes, paint, and scissors. 

A few of my favorite “useful words and expressions” are “Guess what it is?”, “I 
have,” “Make a wish!” and “Watch out!” In the feelings books, students learn to express 
happiness, sadness, anger, boredom, fatigue, fear, excitement, and surprise, relaxation, 
and sickness. All these feelings have frequently shown up in my classroom and it is a 
great tool for students to be able to express how they feel by drawing and creating art 
(with the supplies) and/or speaking or writing about it. 

Finally, the “Nature” book can be a nice complement to any unit dealing with the 
weather. And the “Furniture” book can be a fun introduction to home furniture and 
prepositions like “under”, “behind”, or “on top of ”. These two books clearly follow the 
wonderfully entertaining animals and children in Set 2.
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These books continue to complement, strengthen, and reinforce my students’ reading 
and comprehension skills.  They have heightened my own classroom awareness of how 
to promote student success by observing their growth in comprehension activities. The 
excitement they share speaks volumes about how much these two tiny books have to 
offer.  My students ask to read these books. They enjoy reading and answering questions. 
They enjoy creating drawings and writing simple sentences. They enjoy the success and 
positive feedback not only from their teacher but also from their classmates when sent 
to another classroom to share and read aloud. 

The books and their images are clearly designed and colored for reading 
success.  The author is available through e-mail and welcomes all feedback and ideas 
from educators.  Language Together Spanish and Language Together French Set 2 are a 
wonderful addition to any world language classroom for young learners.

Cheryl P. Berman
Spanish teacher
Newington Public School
Newington, NH 
 
Mitchell, James G. and Cheryl Tano. Espaces, 4th edition. Boston: Vista Higher Learning, 
2019. ISBN: 978-1-68005-648-8. Includes Student Activities Manual, Instructor’s annotated 
edition, Student Textbook (hardcover); Supersite Plus Code; WebSAM Code; Loose-leaf 
Student Textbook; Supersite Plus Code; WebSAM Code. 

First published in 2007, Espaces has reached its fourth edition in 2019 and features 
many useful additions. Addressed mainly to college-level classes, it is available in several 
formats: hard cover, loose-leaf, or vText. The student-friendly Supersite is coordinated 
with the textbook and contains various types of activities, most of which can be completed 
using i-pads and various devices. The book contains 15 lessons, each one subdivided 
into two parts. Each section or “espace” is color-coded consistently throughout. The 
text contains appealing illustrations, both artist sketches and photographs. The package 
offers numerous options for teachers and students.

All units begin with “Espace contextes.”  This provides vocabulary in context, which 
students can also hear on the Supersite, accompanied by humorous sketches. Normally 
they are quite effective. The sketches in Unit 9, however, which introduces food, have only 
vague suggestions of the items in the market, and students may be at a loss to identify 
some red blotches as “fraises.”  The theme of each lesson carries through the entire unit, 
and is reinforced by the “roman-photo,” which was filmed in Aix-en-Provence and 
features students from all over the Francophone world. The same characters reappear 
in each unit in situations appropriate to the theme. While there is no engaging plot, 
the situations are authentic and the characters speak in comprehensible but deliberate 
French, thus facilitating student comprehension. The textbook contains a written version 
of the episode, and along with the Supersite provides relevant exercises. “Espace culture” 
develops the theme with readings, statistics, and information on people and places from 
France and the Francophone world. These are largely taken from contemporary society 
and emphasize comparisons and connections as well as culture. 
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that we have achieved our goal of producing a comprehensive and yet user-friendly 
textbook for the Intermediate market.

The integration of cultural topics throughout a program is something we always strive 
for at Vista Higher Learning, and we appreciate Professor Bricault noting that cultural 
topics are woven into readings, videos, and communicative activities. The informative 
cultural video that he specifically mentions, Flash cultura, is a video shot in the form of 
a news broadcast. Comprehension and expansion activities help students get the most 
out of the content.

As Professor Bricault noted, the Fifth Edition of Enfoques has a new 12-episode 
Fotonovela video program which engages students with comedy and intrigue. This 
storyline video presents five-minute segments about a not-so-typical family in Oaxaca, 
Mexico. Each segment is connected to the lesson theme and uses grammar and vocabulary 
introduced within the lesson. Each episode includes a brief recap of previous episodes 
and a Resumen de gramática.

The new Lectura and Cortometraje selections that Professor Bricault mentions were 
updated in response to user feedback. The new Lectura texts were chosen to be more 
engaging for students and instructors. The new Cortometraje selections were chosen 
to provide students with a wider range of Spanish accents and countries represented.

It was particularly gratifying to read Professor Bricault’s comment about the 
“overabundance” of materials available for the Fifth Edition of Enfoques, since our 
goal was to provide all the content, tools, and support needed for the course. Professor 
Bricault has opted for the right approach in choosing and selecting among the material 
that is part of the course. He is correct that students will be able to achieve their learning 
objectives without doing every activity.

Other new and notable features of the Fifth Edition that Professor Bricault did not 
mention are the new Video Virtual Chat activities for the Fotonovela video and new 
web-only Conexión con el arte activities for the Literatura strand. These are available 
on the Supersite.

Mary McKeon
Editorial Director
Vista Higher Learning

Choe, Germaine, author; Carolina Gómez, Spanish editor; Nancy Meyers, illustrator. 
Language Together Spanish Set 2.  10 Books with Online Audio for kids. First edition. 
Paperback—Box Set. ISBN: 978-0-9971240-5-7. MaxiPro LTD, 2018. [See p. 91]
Choe, Germaine, author; Nathan Lutz, French editor; Nancy Meyers, illustrator.  Language 
Together French Set 2: 10 Books with Online Audio for kids. First edition. ISBN: 978-09971240-
8-8. Paperback—Box Set. MaxiPro LTD, 2018. [See p. 91]

 Schwegler, Armin, and Ana Ameal-Guerra. Fonética y fonología españolas. 5th edition. 
John Wiley & Sons, 2019. ISBN: 978-1-119-39571-3. Price $120.95 (paperback).

Fonética y fonología españolas, now in its fifth edition, has been used in phonetics and 
linguistics classes all over the United States for many years. This new edition follows the 
same structure and methodology used in previous editions but some important changes 




